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1. Water plays a crucial role in the socio-economic development of African countries, and in 
sustaining natural ecosystems. It is also critical in building climate resilience in the continent. The 
African Union Climate Change and Resilient Development Strategy and Action Plan (2022-2032) 
recognizes that building the resilience of water investments in Africa is a critical response to the 
projected severe and more frequent impacts of climate change. 

 
2. The Strategy provides the continental framework for collective action and enhanced cooperation 

in addressing climate change issues that improves livelihoods and well-being, promotes 
adaptation capacity, and achieves low-emission, sustainable economic growth. The Strategy 
recognizes that building the resilience of water investments in Africa is a critical response to the 
projected severe and more frequent impacts of climate change. The strategy recognizes the 
importance of enhancing climate resilience in Africa’s water systems through increased water 
investments and strengthening of capacity to manage water-related disasters in Africa as part of 
the Continental Africa Water Investment Program (AIP). The AIP was adopted by the AU Heads 
of State and Government, as part of the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa 
(PIDA) Priority Action Plan in February 2021. 

 
3. Delivery of water investments across Africa is significantly below target in meeting the 

continent’s growing needs. It is estimated that at least US$30 billion per year needs to be 
invested to meet the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6 target on water and sanitation. 
Currently, only US$10-US$19 billion is invested each year. The AIP aims to close the water 
investments gap by mobilising at least an additional US$30 billion per year by 2030 and creating 
five million jobs towards the African Water Vision 2025 and SDG water related targets in 2030. 
The AIP is implemented through five interrelated programmes and initiatives: 

 
I. Mobilise high-level political commitment and leadership on water investment through 

an International High-Level Panel on Water Investments for Africa comprising Heads of 
State and global leaders.  

II. Develop and implement the AIP-PIDA Water Investment Scorecard to track progress in 
investment mobilsation, enhance mutual accountability, transparency and efficiency of 
water finance and investments.  



 

III. Develop capacity to formulate regional and national climate resilient water investment 
programmes to close the water investment gap.  

IV. Promote public-private institutional water investment partnerships to leverage ODA and 
grant finance to de-risk priority climate resilient water investments using innovative 
financial instruments and sources.  

V. Promote gender equality and empowerment of women and girls in water investment 
and develop tools to assist governments to address systemic inequalities in decision-
making, planning, and implementation of investments, by fostering a transformative 
approach in agencies, structures, and social relations. 

 
4. In March 2023, during the UN Water Conference, the AIP International High-Level Panel on 

Water Investments for Africa released its High-Level Report with actionable pathways for 
countries to mobilise at least US$30 billion annually by 2030, for implementing the AIP. The 
Report guides implementation of the AU’s Africa Water Investment Action Plan. 
 

5. In February 2024, the Green Climate Fund approved Readiness Support for the Africa Union 
Multi-Country Programme to Accelerate Water and Climate Resilience Investments through 
the AIP for 15 AU Member States. This complements ongoing support for employing Gender 
Transformative Approaches to strengthening readiness for water and climate investments 
provided by the Austrian Development Agency through the AIP in an additional 5 AU Member 
States. The consolidated programme demonstrates the AUC’s leadership in implementing the 
AU’s Africa Water Investment Action Plan. 

 
6. The side event launches the GCF Readiness Support for the Africa Union Multi-Country 

Programme to Accelerate Water and Climate Resilience Investments through the AIP.  
 

7. The objectives of the side event are to: 
I. Launch the GCF Readiness Support for the Africa Union Multi-Country Programme to 

Accelerate Water and Climate Resilience Investments through the AIP  
II. Discuss the Programme as an opportunity to implement the AU’s Africa Water 

Investment Action Plan  
III. Share country perspectives on their ambitions and expectations for taking a regional 

approach to strengthening the enabling environment and advancing pipelines for water 
and climate investments at the national level 

IV. Share GCF technical guidance and tools available to countries in the implementation of 
the Programme 

 
8. Expected outcomes are: 

I. GCF Readiness Support for the Africa Union Multi-Country Programme to Accelerate 
Water and Climate Resilience Investments through the AIP launched 

V. Concrete initiatives for implementing the AU’s Africa Water Investment Action Plan 
discussed, at regional and national levels 

II. Common understanding of value-add of regional approaches to strengthening 
advancement of water and climate investments at country level established 

III. Understanding of GCF technical guidance and tools available to countries in the 
implementation of the Programme strengthened 

9. Indicative Agenda 

 



 

Time Launch of the Readiness Support for the Africa Union Multi-Country Programme to 
Accelerate Water and Climate Resilience Investments through the AIP 

19 November 2024 |17:30 – 19:00 Baku time (GMT+4) | Africa Pavilion 

17:30-
17:35 

Welcome 
Moderator: Dr. Sarra Touzi, Senior Water & Climate Resilience Specialist, Global Water 
Partnership 

17:35-
17:50 

Remarks from GCF 

• Video: Ms. Mafalda Duarte, Executive Director, Green Climate Fund 

• Dr. Amgad Elmahdi, Regional Manager – Middle East and North Africa, GCF 
 

17:50-
18:00 

Presentation of the Africa Union Multi-Country Programme to Accelerate Water and 
Climate Resilience Investments through the AIP  
Mr. Billy Katontoka, National Coordinator, ZAMBIA Ministry of Green Economy and 

Environment, National Designated Authority for the Green Climate Fund (GCF) & Adaptation 

Fund (AF) 

 

18:00-
18:10 

Launch of the Africa Union Multi-Country Programme to Accelerate Water and Climate 
Resilience Investments through the AIP 
Mr. Harsen Nyambe, Director of Blue Economy and Sustainable Environment, African Union 
 

18:10- 
18:50 

Country perspectives: Regional approach to strengthening enabling environment and 
advancing pipelines for water and climate investments at the national level 
 

• Mr. Yusuf Samatar, Director General, SOMALIA Ministry of Environment & Climate 
Change, GCF NDA 

• Mr. Pierre LAMAH, Executive Secretary, GUINEA National Directorate of the 
Environment, National Designated Authority of the Green Climate Fund 

• Mr. Boris Bemokolo, Director, CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC Climate Change Innovation 
Funds Mobilizaiton, National Designated Authority of the Green Climate Fund 

• Mr. Ibrahim Alosh, Advisor to the NDA, SOMALIA Ministry of Environment & Climate 
Change, GCF NDA 

 
(NDAs from the floor) 

 

18:50-
19:00 

Synthesis & Closing 

• Dr. Sarra Touzi, Senior Water & Climate Resilience Specialist, Global Water Partnership 

• Video: Readiness Support to the AIP 
 

Contact details for session coordinators:  

African Union Commission:   
Harsen Nyambe (NyambeH@africa-union.org)  
Ahmed Eldaw (a.k.eldaw@gmail.com)  
Kidanemariam Jembere 
(Kidanemariam.jembere@gwpsaf.org)  
 

High-Level Panel Secretariat/Global Water 
Partnership Africa:   
Alex Simalabwi (Alex.Simalabwi@gwp.org)  
Sarra Touzi (sarra.touzi@gwpsaf.org) 
Anjali Lohani (Anjali.lohani@gwp.org) 

More information on the AIP: https://aipwater.org/ 
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